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Substance of the plan
· Nature on Display is an integrated master-plan for amenity, nature, agriculture/horticulture and education, and takes the ecologically sensitive areas into consideration.
· Landfilling operations will cease at Ballealy near Rogerstown Estuary within the next few years. Once the landfill is closed, it is intended that the site and the ecological areas of the estuary be renewed as a conservation and recreation resource. 
· Project emphasis is on the inner estuary including the landfill. Areas included are Ballealy and Newhaggard on the North, Turvey on the South. 

· As well as recreational and educational facilities, the infrastructure will include four new entrances, paved and unpaved paths, a railway bridge and three pedestrian bridges. A safe route from the Estuary area to Newbridge House and Donabate is also included.

· Total cost is €9.2m of which €8m is land acquisition. The programme is planned to be completed over three phases within 10 years
· Submissions are invited from all interested parties in the immediate area and beyond. Closing date is on or before 26th August 2008 (4.00pm)
General Comments
Skerries Cycling Initiative (SCI) welcomes the plan ‘Nature on Display’ of Fingal County Council to develop Rogerstown Estuary as a public amenity. However, we are disappointed that the plan does not adequately address the needs of cyclists. We have identified six limitations and submit proposals on page 5 to address them.

The benefits of cycling for public health and the environment are well documented, and costs are small when compared to providing services for non-sustainable forms of transport. For example, Nature on Display contains a car park for 120 vehicles near the main entrance with an overflow capacity for another 100 cars at least.  The cost presented is €90,000.
The Estuary amenities will bring the public closer to nature and in that spirit the project should prioritise sustainable forms of transport to get to and tour the amenities. It is also an opportunity to integrate the Green Schools Travel Programme, encouraging children to cycle and walk to the site
. There is further opportunity to link communities north and south of the estuary by linking it to a proposed coastal cycling and walking route (see Government Commitment on page 4). Failte Ireland, in its 2007 Strategy for Developing Irish Cycling Tourism, includes an east coast cycling route which could make use of the Estuary amenities
. 

Cycling would allow communities, outside of walking distance, to get to the site without the car. Encouraging cycling would help reduce the number of car journeys and so reduce traffic congestion and car parking at the site. Cycling would also promote a safer and quieter environment.
As the project will run for up to ten years, a safe infrastructure for cyclists to access and tour the site would seem implementable in the time frame. It is opportune to include in Nature on Display as part of an overall cycling strategy for the county.
Government Commitment
The government is committed to increasing cycling as outlined below. 
· Speech by Noel Dempsey, Minister for Transport, at the Dublin Cycling Campaign Annual Lecture 2008, committing to an increase in modal share from 2% to 10% by 2020

· National climate change strategy 2007-12 requires major modal shift to cycling

· Government draft Sustainable Transport Plan ‘2020 Vision’ published February 2008

· Recommendations of National Taskforce on Obesity, published 2005
 
The Minister has outlined the government’s commitment to cycling on several occasions. He directed the Department of Transport to develop a National Cycling Policy this year. Its publication is pending. Below are excerpts from speeches in which he outlines his plan for creating a coastal route and his vision for a culture of cycling.
 “I want to open up and develop the exciting possibilities for walking and cycling around our beautiful coastline. I plan to develop coastal cycle and pedestrian pathways in Dublin for all to enjoy.” 
Minister for Transport Noel Dempsey TD at the launch of the One Small Step campaign
 on the 02 September 2007.

“So, in the clear knowledge that cycling must play a key part in developing a sustainable transport system for Ireland, I directed my Department to commission research into a potential National Cycling Policy, concurrently with work on the development of the Action Plan.
The outputs of this research are VISIONARY, holding the tantalising, yet REALISABLE, prospect of a culture of cycling in Ireland by 2020, with 10% of all trips by bike.  I'm committing to that tonight.
Non-cyclists in the audience may not fully appreciate the scale of this vision. So let me expand briefly.
In 2006, the modal share enjoyed by cycling stood at just 2%.  Increasing the modal share to 10% would move as many people on to bikes as the public transport element of Transport 21 could accommodate and we are investing no less than €18 billion in public transport.”
Mr Noel Dempsey TD, Minister for Transport, at the opening of Dublin Cycling Campaign's Annual Research Lecture, on the 16 May 2008.
SCI relationship with Fingal County Council

Along with Fingal Safe Cycling, SCI has met FCC on a number of occasions in a joint effort to promote commuter and leisure cycling in the county. There is much to do. However, the meetings have been productive in understanding each others requirements and constraints and have resulted in a study of potential cycling routes around Skerries and Malahide. FCC employed SUSTRANS to survey potential routes in conjunction with SCI and Fingal Safe Cycling. The surveys were completed recently and a report is due on the 15th of September in time for FCC 2009 budgeting. SCI hope to develop this partnership with FCC to include the Estuary project and integrate it into an agreed overall cycling strategy for the county. 
Limitations in Nature on Display for cyclists and proposals to address them
SCI perceives Nature on Display as an opportunity to encourage people, especially children, to cycle. However, we believe the plan is rather vague and falls short of this. There are some references to cycling but the plan is limited in what actions will be taken. We have identified six limitations and submit proposals to address them. 
1. Cycling is referred to in the plan and vague references are made to cyclists accessing the facility. It is not clear though where cyclists can go within it. 
Proposal 

Permit cycling around the amenities. If necessary let cyclists share safely designed paths with other users 
2. There are no surfaced paths planned for the north side of the estuary. This lack of infrastructure prevents cyclists on the north side from enjoying the amenities there, and traversing the estuary to Turvey and vice versa. Those from Rush and beyond would have to travel the dangerous R128, R127 and R132 to access the inner estuary from the South Side.
Proposal
Develop the north side for cyclists by providing paths with a suitable surface.
3. There is no plan to develop the outer estuary track, which exists from the Spout Road at Rogerstown to Ballealy. This would provide a safe link for cyclists and walkers from the Rush area, and further afield, to the inner estuary.
Proposal
Maintain the existing track to a cycling standard.
4. There is no plan to link the Malahide estuary. Nature on Display includes a route from the Estuary to Newbridge Demesne. Currently a route exists from the Malahide Estuary (depending on the tide) to Newbridge Demesne.
Proposal
Develop the route all the way from Rogerstown Estuary to Malahide Estuary. 
5. A railway bridge and three pedestrian bridges are proposed. However, there is no reference to cyclists using the bridges and accessing the coastal route proposed by Minister Dempsey.
Proposal
Allow cyclists to use the bridges and integrate with the coastal route.
6. There is no mention of secure bike parking on either side of the estuary for cyclists who may wish to walk the unpaved paths into the more secluded areas. The plan though contains car parking facilities for at least 220 cars. 
Proposal
Provide secure bicycle parking north and south of the estuary.
Implementing the above proposals would make it possible to provide safe cycling routes to the inner estuary from communities north and south of the estuary. Skerries could be connected on local roads via Baldongan, Tyrrelstown and the Spout Road at Rogerstown. The proposals would also allow cyclists to cross the estuary on a coastal route and access the Estuary amenities.
Summary
Skerries Cycling Initiative submits that the limitations to cycling must be addressed, and its proposals included in Nature on Display to meet the following.

The Estuary amenities will bring the public closer to nature and in that spirit the plan should prioritise sustainable forms of transport (including cycling) to get to and tour the amenity.

It is an opportunity to support government commitments on sustainable transport, climate change and obesity.

It is also an opportunity to integrate with the Green Schools Travel Programme, encouraging children to cycle and walk to the amenity..
There is an opportunity to link communities north and south of the estuary by linking it to a proposed coastal cycling and walking route. Commuter and tourist/leisure cyclists would all benefit from using it.
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.greenschoolsireland.org" ��http://www.greenschoolsireland.org�.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.failteireland.ie/getdoc/cd9cedcc-f4c4-4416-8f96-866b98408a2e/Cycling-Strategy-East-Coast-Midlands.aspx" ��http://www.failteireland.ie/getdoc/cd9cedcc-f4c4-4416-8f96-866b98408a2e/Cycling-Strategy-East-Coast-Midlands.aspx�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.transport.ie/viewitem.asp?id=10611&lang=ENG&loc=2261" ��http://www.transport.ie/viewitem.asp?id=10611&lang=ENG&loc=2261�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.environ.ie/en/Environment/Atmosphere/ClimateChange/NationalClimateChangeStrategy/" ��http://www.environ.ie/en/Environment/Atmosphere/ClimateChange/NationalClimateChangeStrategy/�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.irishexporters.ie/2020VisionTransportSubmission.shtml" ��http://www.irishexporters.ie/2020VisionTransportSubmission.shtml�� HYPERLINK "http://www.dohc.ie/news/2005/obesity.html" ���


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.dohc.ie/news/2005/obesity.html" ��http://www.dohc.ie/news/2005/obesity.html�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.onesmallstep.ie/index.php" ��http://www.onesmallstep.ie/index.php�
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