Local Cycling Routes
It’s that time of year again; the evenings are longer and the weather more pleasant. So it’s a great time to discover our local countryside, and enjoy what it has to offer. The fresh air, the beautiful views, and changing flora are a tonic for the senses and the soul. The area between Skerries, Rush, and Lusk contains a warren of small roads to explore what’s on offer. They are relatively free of traffic, making them suitable for family cycling. Here are a few routes you might like to try. While you are at it, bring a picnic. Safe Cycling
1. Skerries to Ardgillan Castle (10km, Hilly - mostly downhill)
Experience the Victorian era and magnificent gardens at Ardgillan Castle
From Skerries Mills, turn right to take the Golf links road. Cycle on for about 1km to pass the golf club. Continue to a T-junction with red barns facing you, about 1.5km further. Then turn right and cycle for 1km to the Skerries Lusk road. Turn right, and take the nearby left at the sign indicating Ardgillan. Continue for 2km, passing St Mobhi’s graveyard and a left turn, until you come to a T-junction. Turn left for Ardgillan, it’s about 500 meters. To return to Skerries, cycle back the way you came, but continue straight on at the junction. The road descends to Ardla graveyard. Pass the cemetery, and at the next junction turn left. Cycle a little over 1km to the Skerries Lusk road and the railway tunnel. Go under the tunnel and across the roundabout. Continue on to the crossroads at the Golf links road. Turn left back to the Mills.
2. Rush to Rogerstown Estuary (6km, Flat)
Bring a pair of binoculars to enjoy the antics of the birds at Rogerstown bird sanctuary. 

From the centre of Rush, head towards the harbour, keeping left at the nearby Y-junction. Pass the harbour, following the road into Tower Street. At the end of Tower Street, veer right. Lambay Island will be to your left. Continue through a set of bollards at Tayleur’s Point housing estate. Cycle on to a cul de sac, and take it to a car park. You will have to dismount and walk down a bank to the car park. After exiting the car park, take the first turn left opposite the school. Continue cycling through three crossroads until you come to a T-junction. Turn left into Daly’s Lane and at the top of the lane go right. This takes you to a yield sign at the sailing club, turn right. Once you pass the club the estuary comes into view. Continue to a stop sign, and turn right onto the Channel Road. Cycle on for about 1.5km, keeping right at the church, to take you back to Main Street.  
3. Lusk to Baldungan (10km, A little hilly)
Enjoy a very rural cycle to medieval Baldungan Castle, and enjoy the panoramic views.

On the bypass from Skerries to Rush, go left off the Raheny roundabout. Cycle on for 1km to a junction; keep left staying on the main road. Soon after, you will pass over the railway track. Cycle the twisty road for about 2.5km to a T-junction and turn left. About 1.5km further is Baldungan Castle. To return to Lusk, continue past the castle and descend a hill to a crossroads. Turn left and cycle on for about 2km to a junction where you go left. Less than 1km further is a T-junction, turn left again. Follow the road to the right to take you back to the Lusk bypass. 
For more local routes, why not check out By Bike from Skerries (proceeds go to the Skerries Cycling Initiative). 

For a wide variety, Leisure Cycling Near Dublin contains 40 routes. 
(Both books available at Skerries Mills and Bookshop)
