To: Kevin Halpenny
Cc: Hans Visser
Subject: Resolving Meadow Policy in Skerries

Dear Kevin,

The recent policy of the Council, with respect to green areas has led to specific problems in "community greens". These are green spaces used actively by the local community as play and amenity areas, rather than other green spaces such as those at the top of the Ballast Pit and along the Distributor Road.

The SCA has been approached about this situation by a resident of Townparks who has identified the following problems associated with leaving the grass unmown on the Townparks Green:

1.  Greater accumulation of litter in long grass makes green less visually attractive
2.  Increase in concealed litter, especially broken glass has increased dangers of playing in the grass, especially for younger children
3.  The grass is encroaching on the existing path through the green put in by the Council some years ago.  With less frequent grass cutting recently, coupled with policy of non-collection, there is a noticeable build up of mown grass on pathways, which is particularly slippy under foot for those using them
4.  Longer grass provides more hidden spaces for underage drinking and attendant littering
5.  Size of mown area is too small for older children to play football. 
6.  The increase in litter may give rise to unauthorised 'dumping' in the area along with risk of attracting vermin. 

It is also fair to say that there is currently no organised community ownership of the green space in terms of community clean ups or planting. Residents pick up litter on an ad hoc basis and the Council also used to clear the litter before mowing the grass.

We concluded our discussion by agreeing a possible way forward:

Volunteer the Townparks Green as a pilot for establishing a simple code of practice for how to manage community greens in partnership between the Council and the local residents, along the lines of Skerries Adopt a Beach.  Local residents (including children) can identify what what they need from the green space. It is possible that the amenity value of the green could be better than before if developed in consultation with the local residents, specifically agreeing:
· Areas to be mown 
· Paths to be mown 
· Opportunities for play
· Opportunities for wildlife/community gardening and neighbourhood allotments 
· Structure of residents group and insurance 
· Maintenance schedule: who will commit to do what and when. 


In order to expedite a solution, which could provide a template for handling this issue constructively in the rest of Fingal, we would like to facilitate a meeting in Skerries between yourself and the Townpark residents. 


The SCA supports FCC’s efforts to promote biodiversity but from our experience, such changes will only work in the longer term if implemented in partnership with local people.  

 
Best regards,

Jane

Jane Landy
Skerries Community Association 
www.skerriesca.com
