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Submission to Draft Fingal Dvelopment Plan 2011-1017

Dear Sir or Madam,

The Board of Skerries Community Association is broadly in agreement with the Development Strategy and Objectives for Skerries, as set out in the Draft Fingal Development Plan 2011-2017 . In recent years, there has been a growing emphasis on and interest in, green infrastructure, sustainability and resilience in Skerries. We would like this aspiration to be reflected in the wording of the Development Strategy for Skerries for 2011-2017. 

In order to realise all the elements of the Development Strategy, we believe it is necessary to change the wording of some of the existing objectives and to add a number of others. We feel that our proposed changes will help to set out and achieve a meaningful, attractive and sustainable vision for Skerries in 2017 and beyond.

We hope that these objectives will help to drive and to integrate community and County Council partnership in Skerries from 2011-2017.

	
	Proposed change
	Comment



	1.
	Development Strategy

Facilitate the emergence of Skerries and its hinterland as a model of sustainability and resilience.
	Add this aim as the final paragraph of Development Strategy.

	2.
	Objective Skerries 2

Prepare an Urban Centre Strategy for Skerries., reflecting the development strategy  for the town and its hinterland, and meeting the social needs of the established community.


	Modify Objective 2 in this way.

	3.
	Objective Skerries 4

Promote the growth of suitable, diverse and sustainable commercial activity in the town.
	Modify Objective 3 in this way.

	4.
	Objective SKERRIES 4 

Prepare a Masterplan for the harbour area incorporating sustainable mixed-use development including community/recreational and marina/water sports facilities with improved accessibility and 

enhanced off-street car-parking for pedestrians, cyclists and those with impaired mobility, while maintaining the current level of car parking.
	Modify Objective 4 in this way.

	5.
	Objective SKERRIES 5 

Encourage mixed use development, and ensure that a sheltered housing residential component is included in redevelopment within the designated town centre zone (TC), while maintaining the current balance of commercial/residential development and preserving the character of the streetscapes in the town.


	Modify Objective 5 in this way.

	6.
	Objective SKERRIES 6 

Promote and facilitate the operation of a local, sustainable bus service, in a circuitous route, to the rail station and of high quality bus transport links between Skerries and Dublin City Centre.
	Modify Objective 6

in this way.

	7.
	Objective SKERRIES 7 


	Delete. The objective for the harbour has already been stated in Objective Skerries 4.

	8.
	Objective SKERRIES 8 

Prepare an Recreational integrated Strategy for Skerries Town Park incorporating recreation, mobility, green infrastructure and all aspects of heritage, in order to maximise the value of the Town Park to the whole community.
	Modify Objective 8

in this way

	9.
	Objective SKERRIES 9 

Prepare a Masterplan for the ‘Ballast Pit’ lands, to incorporate mixed–use development including community/recreational/neighbourhood allotment uses and limited park and ride facilities to serve the railway station.


	Modify Objective 9

in this way

	10.
	Objective SKERRIES 10 

Encourage and facilitate the provision of a swimming pool at the Ballast Pit in Skerries, built to the highest environmental standards, maximisng the use of renewable energy, insulation etc
	Modify Objective 10

in this way


Add all of the following objectives:

· Develop and implement a GI (Green Infrastructure) strategy for Skerries and its hinterland.

· Make Skerries and its hinterland a model for cyclists, walkers and for those with impaired mobility by implementing the Malahide and Skerries Cycling Study and other measures.

· Enhance connectivity and tourism potential by providing a network of safe, attractive and easily accessible routes between Skerries and its hinterland; re-open disused rights of way and obtain landowners’ permission  for walkers “to roam”.

· Identify and map the heritage resources in Skerries and its hinterland and develop heritage routes to support education and tourism.

· Promote and facilitate the development of the Mill Stream and its tributaries as an ecological corridor with appropriate access for walkers.

· Ensure that the bathing water quality of Skerries meets EU standards at all times and that the South Beach recovers and maintains a Blue Flag through the:

· Upgrade, systematic repair and maintenance of the drainage and sewage infrastucture for the town

· Promotion of rain water harvesting for business and residential water

· Conservation, the facilitation of residential greywater re-use and the control of agricultural run-off. 

· Identify and manage the low lying areas of Skerries which are at risk from general and coastal flooding through a programme of provision of permanent protection and a defined protocol for risk management during severe weather warnings. 

· Improve resilience of the water supply in Skerries and its hinterland.

· Promote and facilitate the development of several neighborhood allotments around the town of Skerries. The principle of people being able to walk or cycle to your allotment is important from the sustainability perspective.

· Promote a sense of pride in the town by communicating relevant byelaws eg those governing the Town Park and beaches.

We look forward to working with Fingal County Council throughout the rest of the consultantion process,to assemble a well thought out and achievable plan for the sustainable development of Skerries.

Yours sincerely,

Jane Landy

Chair

Skerries Community Association
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